How can you help to develop your
child’s literacy skills at home?
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Give your child opporfumﬁes to talk with you each dal_,l. Show you are interested bg 9u/mg nods, smiles, sounds, words,
gesfures, but frg not to Lniermpf Respond to your child's talk. Dinner time or in the car are perfeci times for a chatl
Encourage your child to talk about their inferests, ermds, peis, favoumfrﬁ books and favounie movies. Instead of aslemg ‘How
was your dagf) ' perhaps ask some direct quesﬂons eq. ‘Did you borrow any books fmm the lLbrarg? '

Ask your child to explam how iheg have made someihmg that fheg have bmughf home fmm school.

Read stories iogeiher and ask your child to summarise what has happened in their own words. Encoumge them to read
Lnformaﬂve texts (non—fwﬂon) and talk about the Lnformahon preseniedv

Give your child mulﬁple instructions to follouf or encourage then to relag messages to farmlg members. [f your child has
trouble remembermg what was spokm, a good ffchnialue is for him or them to repeaf in their mind what has been said,
re‘nhrasmg it in his or her own words.

[f you are planmng somefhmg, such as a meal or an ouﬁng, ask your child for ideas for the occasion. You could Jusf listen
to one another share ideas or write them down.

Discuss common dates on the calendar such as pub[ic holidal_,ls and have your child mark in Lm‘norfanf events on a famill_,l
calendar. Talk about dal_,ls, months and years in relation to events such as birfhdal_,ls and other s‘uecia[ occasions and discuss
what will occur.

Encoura.ge your child to plag a t/arwig of spea.lemg and ltsfenmg games such as “The Shoppmg Game' (one child begms bg
saying ‘[ went shappmg and baughi an applel. Each child must remember what has been said before and add a new shappmg
Lfem) or 'Ege SFH,‘ Develoln their dfscerﬂve language and attention to spmﬁc details.

R eading and Viewing
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Show your child that readmg is a valued acﬁviig n your home bl_,l rfadmg whenever
you can.

Share texts in diﬁermi ways- read aloud to your child, ask them to read to you,
read fogeiher, Encourage expression and smooth readmg. Trg readmg with deferenf
voices, lots of emotion, invented sound eﬁecis and funng faces. Change the tone in
your voice, vary the loudness or soﬁness of your voice. Have fun and enjoy it
Read and view a l/ariefg of differmf texts, both ‘nrmf (e.g. newspapers, comics, poems, plags, cartoons, reffrmce books, I‘ECL‘UE
boo/e,s) and spo/em, visual, media, multimedia and digifa[ texts (e.g. advertisements, movies, games). Read for fry'm_,lmmf as well
as for Lnformahon.

Talk about the ways in which a lem version compares with the prmi version. Encourage comparison and ask your child Whg
iheg dLﬁer and which fhey prefer,

Encouragf your child to predicf what mighf happm next or to mfer wsing mformaﬂon from the text the reason Why a
character has done somefhmg.

Talk about the diﬁerfnf purposes for readmg diﬁermi texts and who fexts mighf be intended for.

Join the local lmerg and visit as a farmlg, Encoumge your child to borrow from the school lmerg as well.
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Praise your child when fheg are rfadmg. Encourage your child to have a qo at rfadmg words that are unfamiliar. Ask your
child to read on ‘nasf the unknown word to gam clues from the rest of the sentence. ‘Sound out difﬁcu[f words and/or gu/e
clues to the meaning of deﬁmH words. Show your child how to fmd the meanings of unfanuhar words in dictionaries.

The Internet requires defermi skills and lmowledge to prmfed materials. [t is a Wonderful resource to gafher Lnformahon that
you can use to supporf your child’s lLieracg developmenf Work alongﬁdﬁ your child on the Internet. You can use locate a
suitable book to read bl_,l enffrmg a publt;sher or an author’s name into a reliable search engmf, such as Jooj/f. Some reliable
publishers are Scholastic, ngum, Allen & Unwin and Pan Macmillan. These publishers have their own databases that will
allow you to preview recent releases, read sample extracts, covers and read brief overviews or use one of the links below
Encourage and suppori your child to enter the Premier's Rmding Challmgc to dwelop his or her love of readmg, There are
hundreds of titles on the PRC booklist that include humour, faniasy, mgsierws, poeirg, spori and facfual books and these lists
are a fabulous resource to help parenis locate qualufg texts.

Talk with your child about their ‘nr(rjecfs or assignmmfs. Ask cluesﬁons like- What is your pr(rjecf about? When is it due?
Where do you think gou'll start? Would Yyou like any help or are you oleay.? Where will you qo to ﬁnd out the mformaﬁon?
Encouragf them not to copy mformaﬁon word for word from books or the Internet. Write their ideas c[farll_,l in their own
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Encourage your child to use their Lmagmaﬁon, be curious and wonder about the world around them.

Write in fr(mf of your child and discuss what you are WrLfmg, €q shoppmg lists, cards, letters and notes. Encouragf them to
write cards and invitations, and letters to erends, relatives, neLghbourS
and their teacher. Ask them to write signs, poems, favounfc recipes
and instructions or label their artworks or creations.

Play word games such as I Spg', ‘Scrabble’, \Boggle', \Scaﬁegorws',
*Junior PLciLanarg' or compleie crosswords and word searches.
lenlag pamhngs, drawmgs and WrLfmg that your child brmgs home
from school.
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Australian Government Learnmg Potential Site links-
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NESA hﬁps//sgUabusAnc’sa.nsw.edu.au/assefs/global/ﬁ[es/mghsh—k/O—suggfsfed—fexfspdf
Children’s Book Council of Australia hHIlJA//WWWACbC.OFgﬂM,
Publishers hffln‘//WWW‘publwhers.asn.au

Book reviews hffp//wwwroo[—rmdsrauk
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https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/
https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/links
https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/everyday-ideas?selectedYearLevel=Years%205-6
https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/assets/global/files/english-k10-suggested-texts.pdf
http://www.cbc.org.au/
http://www.publishers.asn.au/
http://www.cool-reads.co.uk/
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/premiersreadingchallenge

